1. INTRODUCTION 

Universal or local music contests… Not matter where the organizations are. All of the music contests contain politics. Yes, I am sure what I’m talking about. Music contests and politics are connected with each other with a hidden link. Of course, people can ask “Music and politics? What is the relationship?” 
So, first of all let me remind you some political music events to make you understand why music and politics are connected to each other. Many rock groups compose political songs today. This was the same as the past. Old history’s composers used to compose political songs, too. Even, every country has got a song which is called national march. For example, our country’s national march is “İstiklal Marşı”… If there is a war period, musicians compose war songs. If there is a peace period, musicians compose peace and love songs. Examples are uncountable. However, I want to give some examples of today. According to many critics, the biggest rock group of today is U2. They have never come to Turkey to give a concert, because they think there aren’t human rights in Turkey. In their “Pop” album which was published in 1997, they have even written “Remember Fehmi Tosun, ‘disappeared’ in Turkey (October 1995) Join Greenpeace” to call their fans to Greenpeace International. They are a group from Ireland, but their vocalist Bono’s speeches are very important in the USA. 
Some of rock groups who are accused of being politic, say “Even queen of pop Madonna is politic.” Yes, even megastars like Madonna, Eminem, and George Michael are politic. Madonna’s original “American Life” music video (2003), Eminem’s “Mosh” video (2004) and George Michael’s “Shoot the Dog” video are against George W. Bush’s Iraq war. Madonna had to stop her first “American Life” video which I found and showed in my presentation, because Bush government and Bush supporters were doing pressure to her. Even they said “If you don’t stop your video, we will kill your children” to her. So she had to record a different video to that song. King of pop, Michael Jackson is against Bush, too. Bush government showed Jackson’s and Kerry’s photos together in a meeting of Bush supporters. I think that’s a proof about how politicians see musicians as a big threat to themselves, because, musicians have got loyal fans. 
So why can’t music contests contain politics? Are the results of music contests just a product of music, voice, and dance or are there also politics, intrigues, games, speeches, and image? My research finds answers to that question. 
2. HOW EUROVISION SONG CONTEST IS IMPORTANT FOR TURKEY?
Eurovision which is an important contest for Turkey since 1975 is mostly a political contest, because usually countries vote for the country which seems sympathetic and close for them. Of course, the music is not an ineffectual element. However, it is a fact that Turkey had always gained one of the worst grades until 1997. Şebnem Paker made Turkey the third winner of Eurovision for the first time with an ethnic song “Dinle” in 1997. In fact, Turkey had sent her best singers with hopes to Eurovision, for example; Mazhar Fuat Özkan, Ajda Pekkan, Kayahan, Candan Erçetin, İzel. However, Turkey had lost every year. Turkish people thought that this was because of European countries hated Turkey.

In 2003, Sertab Erener, who is the Turkish diva of pop music, changed Turkey’s Eurovision destiny. She attended Eurovision contest with an oriental pop song which is called “Everyway That I Can” and an ethnic dance in 2003. Turkey believed that there weren’t any reasons for Sertab Erener’s becoming the winner of Eurovision 2003, because she was one of the biggest pop icons in Turkey. She even had made a duet with Ricky Martin in 1999. Turkish people felt the same excitement as they sent Semiha Yankı who is the first Turkish participant of Eurovision in 1975. The biggest question was how much points European countries would give. Or would they give a point to Turkey? 
3. POLITICAL EVENTS OF EUROVISION HISTORY

We were interested in how much points would the European countries give, because it is not a secret that music contests, especially Eurovision are not really musical contests. They are mostly political contests. I will support my idea by giving real event examples of the Eurovision history. You will see how much Eurovision is important for the countries which join Eurovision. 

( In 1956, the Eurovision has started. Since that year, the foundations of EBU; England, Spain, Germany and France joined every contest. Did they get higher marks? Were they the loser? Their grades weren’t important. They have always right to join Eurovision, even they are losers in some years. I think it isn’t fair. However, I know that they are dominated countries. 
( In Eurovision 1964 which was in Denmark, Portugal wanted to join Eurovision for the very first time. However, other countries didn’t want them to join, because Portugal’s regime was dictatorship. 
( In 1967, Portugal joined Eurovision with a political song which was called “O Vento Mudou”… 
( In Eurovision 1969, Austria protested Madrid by giving up joining the contest, because the home owner was dictator Madrid. Holland didn’t want to join, either. However, Holland changed her decision in the final. 
( In 1976, Greece’s song “Panaya mu, Panaya mu” was about Cyprus crisis. Cyprus’ song was a political song, too: “S.O.S” 
( In 1983, Greece didn’t vote for Cyprus for the very first time. According to some critics, its reason is a diplomatic crisis. According to others, Greece didn’t vote for Cyprus, because Cyprus didn’t vote for Greece in the previous contest.
( In 1998, Israel didn’t want to send Eurovision Israel contest’s winner Dana International, because they learned that she was a man before having operations. However, other countries supported Dana because of this reason and made her the winner of Eurovision.  

( In 2003, Russia sent a group which is called t.A.T.u. and the group was one of the most popular teenager groups in the world, because the members were lesbians. Man people thought that t.A.T.u. would win the contest, because people who support gay rights would start to vote for t.A.T.u. However, the Russian group couldn’t win even they are very famous and support gay rights. They became the 3rd; Turkey won the contest with Sertab Erener. After the contest, t.A.T.u. members claimed that Sertab’s song was bad and the right to win was themselves’. 
( Eurovision 2004 organization was made in Turkey. So this is the most important Eurovision night for us, I think. 2000 journalists watched Eurovision 2004 İstanbul. TRT introduced our country to the Europe by make them watch Turkey advertisements. 
In a trial of Eurovision final, a tension was happened between Turkey and Cyprus. The speaker of Cyprus said “Hello Konstantinopol” (Old Greek name of İstanbul) to Turkish hosts Meltem Cumbul and Korhan Abay. Cumbul and Abay answered: “Here is İstanbul. Please call here İstanbul”. However, in that trial, the speaker of Cyprus continued to say: “Konstantinopol”. This problem was solved by diplomatic meetings between Turkey and Cyprus before the real final. In the real final, the speaker of Cyprus said: “Hello İstanbul”…  
Also in the same trial, Korhan Abay didn’t call Cyprus as Cyprus. He said: “Rumanian part of Cyprus”. This problem was solved by diplomats, too. 
Before Eurovision 2004 contest, the Serbian singer Zeljko Joksimovic said: “I came here to ask captivity under Ottoman Empire for 500 years.” to a Serbian television. This statement was also heard by Turkish press and people. So in the real final, Turkish people started to hoot down when Serbian singer Joksimovic came to stage. If the music of Serbia wasn’t good, Turkish spectators would continue to hoot down him. 
( In the Eurovision 2005 Kiev which was hosted in Ukraine, Ukrainian group Green Jolly’s song “Razom nas bahato” was about orange revolution which was happened in Ukraine. The group of Latvia, Walters&Kazha joined the contest with a song which is called: “The war is not over”. Countries liked the lyrics of this song and gave higher marks to Latvia. Javine’s song “Touch My Fire” was one of the favorites before the final. It was an oriental song like “Everyway That I Can” and the singer reminded people a popular R&B singer Beyonce. However, Javine couldn’t get higher marks from other countries, she got one of the worst grades, because she was representing United Kingdom which is an ally of United States which opened and said to open new wars to Middle East countries. As a matter of fact, United Kingdom got 0 point in 2003 which was the beginning year of Iraq War. In 2004, United Kingdom couldn’t get higher marks, either, even the songs were good. That shows how politics is important in Eurovision.   
( This year, The Guardian newspaper of United Kingdom claimed that politics affects the votes of Eurovision. According to The Guardian, a country gives higher vote to the country which gave higher marks to herself, before. According to the news, scientists researched statistics between 1991 and 1996 and reached this idea. In the same article, they claimed that “Turkey, Bosnia, Spain give higher points to each other”. When our political image was bad in 70s, 80s and 90s, we claimed the same idea. We knew it was a political contest. However, United Kingdom has just perceived the idea. 
Of course, many champions; for example; Sertab’s “Everyway That I Can”, Ruslana’s “Wild Dances”, Abba’s “Waterloo”, Secret Garden’s “Nocturne” or Helena’s “My Number One” are very good songs. However, a good song still needs some politics to win. For example, MFÖ’s songs became classics in Turkey. However, they couldn’t get higher marks from other countries.  
4. TURKEY’S BAD IMAGE IS CHANGING TO GOOD IMAGE

Turkey’s bad image had always affected the results of Eurovision. Is the song good or bad? It wasn’t important. Turkey’s image was bad for European people. So they had never given higher marks to Turkey. 
In 2000s, Turkey’s image was changing in the eye of the world. Many countries began to support Turkey’s EU membership. Turkish football teams were successful in UEFA and World Championship. A girl from Anatolia, Süreyya Ayhan had got championships in running. “12 Giant Men” were successful in basketball. Haluk Bilginer and a several Turkish actors were acting in Hollywood movies. Turkish directors’ movies were successful in the world, especially in Europe. Turkey reached a success in human rights and politics. Many countries started to show us as a model for other Muslim countries, because we became more democratic. Turkey’s success wasn’t limited with wrestling and bar-bell anymore. 
So, why couldn’t we become successful in Eurovision? We sent one of our best female vocals Sertab Erener to Eurovision 2003, and we became champion, because as I said before, our image was good. Even Tayyip Erdoğan said that Sertab Erener’s Eurovision victory expedited his international relationships. The statement of him shows how Eurovision is important for European politics. Sertab Erener also visited politicians like Ahmet Necdet Sezer, Bülent Arınç. Let’s look at what international press said after Sertab’s championship. 
5. WHAT DID THE INTERNATIONAL PRESS SAY THE DAY AFTER SERTAB’S SUCCESS IN 2003?

5.1. AUSTRIA:
KURRIER: Turkey is celebrating her success. United Kingdom is sad. Turkey’s success has got also a political dimension. Cyprus gave 8, Greece gave 7 points to Turkey. Ahmet Necdet Sezer also congratulated Sertab. The success made Turkish people to forget about the song’s English. However, Austria’s candidate Poier said “The winner song is an evidence to miserable of Europe’s unpleasantness and idiotic.” 
5.2. UNITED KINGDOM:
BBC: Turkey engraved the success, because she added something from her own culture to that song, even other countries didn’t do that. 
REUTERS: Charismatic singer Sertab Erener conquered the hearts of European people with oriental rhythm and belly dance. Erener’s song was very different from Eurovision’s same slow and disco songs. 
5.3. GREECE:

STATE RADIO: Turkey signed her name under a very big success. Greek people already know Sertab’s song “Fos” which was a duet by Mando who represented Greece. This time, her song will be known in whole Europe. Not just Greece… 
ANTENNA TV: Turkey succeeds in Europe, also cultural. This success will make Turkey’s membership of EU, easier. 

5.4. SPAIN:

TELEVISION ESPANOLA: Turkey moved Eurovision from north to south since many years. 
EL MUNDO: Yesterday, Turkey joined Europe with her music. The Turkish melody and dance bewitched people.  
ABC: Politicians don’t accept Turkey to Europe. However, Turkey entered Europe with her music, this time. 
EL PAIS: Turkey became successful in Eurovision for the very first time. 

LA RAZON: Turkish people extinguished very famous Russian group t.A.T.u’s arrogant. 
5.5. GERMANY:

DPA: The first three countries never were close to each other before in the history of Eurovision. Erener’s lyrics were discussed in Turkey very much, because the lyrics were in English. 
SAT 1: Turkey’s right success… Sertab Erener’s “Everyway That I Can” became the winner and it was a right result. 
PRO 7: Tragic decision in Riga: Turkey won the Eurovision. 

KABEL 1: Turkey became the winner of Eurovision very close to the next rivals. 
N 24: Turkey skipped t.A.T.u who is one of the world’s most popular teenager groups. Sertab Erener’s “Everyway That I Can” became the winner and it was a right result. 

5.6. HOLLAND:
A TELEVISION OF HOLLAND: Turkey was one of the favorites. We are in İstanbul next year. Sertab Erener who won the excited final conquered the hearts of European people.
As you understand from these articles, Turkey had never been written in such lots of good news before Eurovision 2003. Europeans saw Turkey’s good face. Everybody thought that women from Turkey always wore turbans. However, they saw an attractive show from Turkish women in 2003. Sertab and his team used sexuality of Ottoman harem women and Turkey’s tourism culture in that show. There were ethnic elements in the music, the dance, the clothes, etc. Maybe they sent a message “You think we are still Ottoman. So we joined this contest with the thoughts of you which you think about us. However, when this contest will be done in Turkey, next year, you will learn more things. We will make you ours again like the song’s lyrics say. You are still a fan of our culture. You will face our modern face in İstanbul, next year, too.” to the Europeans. I guess like that, because when Sertab won Eurovision 2003, in Eurovision 2004 İstanbul she didn’t use ethnic clothes in her “Everyway That I Can” performance. She was blonde, her clothes were like Madonna’s clothes and her dancers weren’t harem girls. The dancers were half-naked and modern men. After this performance, she didn’t sing an ethnic song. She sang a pop ballad.  
6. EUROVISION ADVENTURE BETWEEN TURKEY AND GREECE
In the contest of 2003, Turkish people were surprised and became happy. Because it was the first time Turkey became the champion of Eurovision. This was a big victory for the Turkish people and the vote of Greece made Turkish people surprised, because Greece gave a large point to Sertab Erener who was representing Turkey. If Greek people didn’t vote for Turkey, Sertab Erener wouldn’t become the winner of Eurovision. This buildup became a real advantage for Turkey. Greece and Turkey were approached by this Eurovision victory. The Turkish media and the Greek media emphasized Greece’s points. Eurovision 2003 entered Turkish and Greek history, because it became one of the biggest affirmative buildups between Greece and Turkey. Greek people already had known and liked Sertab Erener, because she had made a duet (the song’s name was “Aşk - Fos - Love”) with Greek pop diva (she also attended Eurovision 2003, but she lost the contest) Mando in 2000. 

In the fallowing year, 2004, Eurovision was represented in Turkey because of Sertab Erener’s victory. This was a big chance to make Turkey’s advertisement to European countries. Greece sent Turkey one of her biggest male singers Sakis. The reason of sending Sakis to represent Greece wasn’t that he is Ricky Martin or Tarkan of Greece. The reason was that Sakis was a Turkey-lover person. Sakis was a peaceful rod to Turkey. Turkey was ready to take this peaceful rod, because Eurovision was also a big chance to show the world and EU that Turkey is a peaceful country. Turkey chose one of the biggest Turkish rock groups Athena to represent Turkey. Athena was a successful music group, but it was a fact that the chance for winning Eurovision again was a lowly possibility even most of people thought that the best song was Athena’s, because in the history of Eurovision, there were rare countries which won Eurovision one after the other year. Both Turkey and Greece thought that Greek singer Sakis would win Eurovision 2004. Both countries wanted Sakis to win, because Turkey also loved Sakis. Sakis was a Turkey-lover singer. He had always visited Turkey and said how much he had loved Turkish people. For example, in 1997, Sakis and Burak Kut, who was one of the biggest Turkish pop stars in 1990s, had given concerts in Cyprus together to give peace in Cyprus and between Turkey and Greece. This had been one of the first affirmative buildups between Greece and Turkey; even they had been a big enemy in 1990s. Sakis had been a big star in 1990s, too. Burak Kut isn’t a big pop star now any more. However, in 1990s, Kut was so successful that he was the only rival to Tarkan. The two singers had toured Cyprus and had made Turkish and Greek media to show interest to peace. Turkish people didn’t forget this and gave importance to Sakis in Eurovision 2004. For example, when Greece gained higher marks in this contest, hostess of Eurovision 2004 Meltem Cumbul always said “Congratulations Sakis! Congratulations Greece!” even she didn’t always say the same for other countries. However, in the contest, Ruslana who is also a Turkey-lover person had a wonderful hit song called “Wild Dances” and succeed in cerography and costumes. Ruslana who was representing Ukraine did the same effect as Sertab Erener did in 2003 and became the champion of Eurovision 2004. Sakis who was representing Greece with “Shake It” became the third and Athena who was representing Turkey with “For Real” became the fourth. After all, Eurovision 2004 made a peaceful link between Turkey and Greece like Eurovision 2003. Both countries gave high votes to each other again. These votes were cultural, political and peaceful. After Eurovision 2004, Sertab Erener gave concerts with Sakis under the name of: “Turkey & Greece Friendship Tour”…  
These peaceful sticks didn’t stop in Eurovision 2005, too. In 21.05.2005, Eurovision 2005 was done in Ukraine. Helena Paparizou represented Greece with “My Number One”. Gülseren represented Turkey with “Rimi Rimi Ley”. Gülseren’s song was very bad, even the dance show vas very good. So, Turkey became 13th. Even, Turkish people didn’t trust for “Rimi Rimi Ley” except a few people. So, Greece didn’t vote for “Rimi Rimi Ley” like many countries did. “Rimi Rimi Ley” was a scandal in Turkey, because we sent a bad song after good songs: Sertab’s “Everyway That I Can” in 2003, Athena’s “For Real” in 2004. However, Turkish people liked Helena and her song “My Number One”… Turkey gave its largest vote to Greece: 12 points. Greece won Eurovision 2005 with Turkey’s and other countries’ votes. Next year, Eurovision will be done in Greece for the very first time. However, some nationalist Turkish people aren’t pleasant about this result. They think that Greece shouldn’t win, because they didn’t vote for Turkey, this year. Yes, maybe they didn’t vote for Gülseren. However, they voted for Sertab in 2003 and Athena in 2004. They are right this time, because “Rimi Rimi Ley” was a horrible song. I don’t say it. Majority say it. However, it is a fact that if our relations with Greece weren’t good, we wouldn’t vote for and support each other’s championships. It was like that in the history, because. Greece never voted for Turkey until 1997. You will see it in statistics coming up. 
7. POINTS TO AND FROM TURKEY
(1975-2004)
Now, I want to give “points to and from Turkey” statistics to support my ideas more academically. Only votes given and received at the finals are counted here. Semi-final results are not included!
Turkey received points from these countries:
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	Total points given: 1508

	Highlighted in yellow are the WINNERS of that particular year.
TURKEY gives to the winner an average of 7.64 points (191/25) 


So, according to these statistics, let’s look at the results of relations between Turkey and other Eurovision countries except 2005. After my lists, you will understand how politic the countries and we are. You won’t surprise, because of the relations between Turkey and others… 
We got our higher marks from these countries: 
1- Germany, 98 points, 9,31% of our votes 

2- France, 76 points, 7,22% of our votes 

3- Holland, 62 points, 5,89% of our votes 

4- Switzerland, 54 points, 5,13% of our votes 

5- Malta, 50 points, 4,75% of our votes 

As you see in the list, these countries have got good relations with Turkey, or there are many Turkish people in these countries. For example, this year (2005) we sent a bad song which is called “Rimi Rimi Ley” by Gülseren. Even Turkish people didn’t like this song. Even “Rimi Rimi Ley” is a bad song, France and Holland gave their higher votes (12 points) to Turkey. Maybe Germany didn’t give 12 points to Turkey this year. However, Germany gave 10 points to Turkey and that is their second higher vote. In the statistics above, there aren’t points of 2005, because the Eurovision contest of 2005 has just happened, while I’m writing this term taper. Eurovision 2005 was happened in 21.05.2005. So I want to give other votes of countries which voted for Turkey. Belgium 10 points (there are many Turkish people living there), Albania 8 points, Denmark 8 points, Bosnia 8 points, Austria 7 points (my uncle is living there and he and his Turkish friends vote for Turkey every year), Switzerland 6 points (this is the country of our dear friend Sinan), Macedonia 4 points, Bulgaria 3 points, Romania 3 points, England 1 point: total 92 points.  

As you know, while we are trying to be a member of the EU, one of our biggest obstacles was France. France is still a big obstacle for us. However, their attitude is changed and became soft. France used to vote for Turkey rarely. However, since 1999, they vote for Turkey every year as you see in the statistics. 
If we look at the countries which are voted by Turkey most, we can reach this list: 
1- England, 119 points, 7,89% of their votes 

2- Ireland, 119 points, 7,89% of their votes 

3- Spain, 115 points, 7,63% of their votes 

4- Yugoslavia, 80 points, 5,31% of their votes

5- Both Italy and Holland, 76 points, 5,04% of their votes 

Of course, there are countries which couldn’t get votes from Turkey: 

1- Litany  

2- Slovakia (she also didn’t vote for Turkey)
3- Belarus 

4- Andorra 

As you see in the list above, the countries haven’t got close relations with Turkey. Yes, maybe we haven’t got bad relations either. However, I don’t think we care about these countries. The countries, especially Slovakia, don’t care about Turkey, either. Turkey wants to have good relations with the United States and United Kingdom. Maybe that’s why we vote for United Kingdom more. Spain, Yugoslavia, Italy and Holland have always been sympathetic to us. That’s why Turkish jury and for a couple of years Turkish people vote for the countries very much.  
What about Ireland? She is the most winner of the Eurovision history. I mean not just Turkey voted for her. Here are the winners of Eurovision Song Contest since the year 1956 when the Eurovision excitement started… So you can see Ireland has got many championships and the other results. I think this reason is not that Ireland has got the most qualified stars in the world. Ireland hasn’t got very bad relations like the others. 
8. THE WINNERS OF ALL EUROVISION CONTESTS
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1956
Refrain
Lys Assia
SWITZERLAND
	


1957
Net Als Toen 
Corry Brokken
HOLLAND
	

1958
Dors Mon Amore Andre Claveau
FRANCE

	


1959
En Beetje 
Teddy Sholten
HOLLAND
	


1960
Tom Pillipi 
Jacqueline Boyer
FRANCE

	


1961
Nous, Les Amoureux
 Jean-Claud Pascal 
LUXEMBURG
	


1962
Un Premier Amour 
Isabelle Aubret 
FRANCE
	


1963
Dånevise 
Goethe & J.Inngmann
DENMARK
	


1964
No Ho 
L'eta  
Gigliola Cinquetti 
ITALY
	


1965
Poupee De Cire, 
Poupee De Son 
France Gall 
LUXEMBURG

	


1966
Merci 
Cherie 
Udo Jergens
AUSTRIA 
	


1967
Puppet On A String
Sandy Shaw
ENGLAND
	


1968
La La 
La
Massiel
SPAIN
	


1969
Vivo 
Cantando
Salomé
SPAIN
	


1969
Boom Bang
 A Bang
Lulu
ENGLAND

	


1969
De 
Troubadour
Lenny Kuhr
HOLLAND
	


1969
Un Jour Un Enfant
Frida Boccara
FRANCE
	


1970
All Kinds Of Everything
Dana
IRELAND
	


1971
Un Banc Un Arbre Une Rue
Severine
MONACO
	


1972
Apres 
Toi
Vicky Leandros 
LUXEMBURG

	

1973
Tu Te Reconnaitras
Anne Marie David 
LUXEMBURG

	

1974
Waterloo
-
ABBA
SWEDEN
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1975
Ding-a-
dong
Teach-In
HOLLAND
	

1976

Save Your 
Kisses For Me Brotherhood Of Man
ENGLAND
	

1977
L'Oiseau et L'Enfant
Marie Myriam
FRANCE
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1978
A Ba Ni Bi
Ishar 
Cohen
ISRAEL
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1979
Hallelujah
Gari Atari & 
Honey
ISRAEL
	

1980
What's Another Year
Johnny Logan
IRELAND

	

1981
Making Your 
Mind Up
Bucks Fizz
ENGLAND
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1982
Ein Bisschen 
Frieden
Nicole
GERMANY

	

1983
Si La Vie est Cadeau
Corinne Hermes
LUXEMBURG
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1984
Diggi-Loo, Diggi-Ley
Herreys
SWEDEN
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1985
La det 
swinge
Bobbysocks
NORWAY
	

1986
J'aime La Vie
Sandra 
Kim
BELGIUM

	

1987
Hold Me Now
Johnny 
Logan
IRELAND


	

1988
Ne Partez Pas Sans Moi
Céline Dion
SWITZERLAND

	

1989
Rock 
Me
Riva
YUGOSLAVIA

	

1990
Insieme
Toto 
Cutugno
ITALY

	

1991
Fangat av en 
Stormwind
Carola
SWEDEN
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1992
Why Me
Linda 
Martin
IRELAND

	

1993
In your eyes
Niamh 
Kavanagh
IRELAND 

	

1994
Rock'n'roll Kids
P.Harrington & C.McGettigan 

IRELAND
	

1995
Nocturne
Secret 
Garden
NORWAY

	

1996
The Voice
Eimear 
Quin
IRELAND

	

1997
Love Shine a light
Katrina & Waves
ENGLAND
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1998
Diva
Dana 
International
ISRAEL
	

1999
Take me to your heaven
Charlotte Nilsson
SWEDEN

	

2000
Fly on the wings of love
Olsen Brothers
DENMARK 

	

2001
Everybody
Tanel 
Padar
ESTONYA

	

2002
I Wonna
Marie'
N
LETONYA


	 
	

2003
Everyway that I can
Sertab Erener
TURKEY
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2004
Wild Dances
Ruslana
UKRAINE
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2005
My Number One
Helena Paparizou
GREECE


9. NATIONAL MUSIC CONTESTS
Politics is not just effective for universal music contests. Politics is also effective for national music contests, such as Popstar, Türkstar, Halk Star, Academy Turkey, American Idol, Pop Icon, etc. As you know, politics is effective in one country, too. Everybody has a different political view from each other. There are at least two political parties in a country. For example, Turkey has got lots of political parties. So why can’t we have political games in national music contests? 
If you are an arabesque star like Academy Turkey’s Mücahit, provinces will support you.  If your voice is like Eastern singers like Popstar’s Barış, townsmen will vote for you. If you are a murderer like Bayhan and your jury leaves the contest because of this reason like Deniz Seki did, ignorant people will own you even your voice is terrible. If you are against jury İbrahim Tatlıses like Popstar Aylin, Tatlıses fans will hate you. However, Tatlıses haters will support you. If you are foreign like Russian Popstar Elena, dark nationalist people, especially jury Armağan Çağlayan will be against to you. If you tell about your home district, your fellow townsmen will vote for you. For example, Kurdish people supported Türkstar’s Simge. If you suffered from life like Firdevs, you will be protected. If you hate a jury like Huysuz Virjin, you will vote for the candidates which were criticized in a bad way by Seyfi Dursunoğlu. That’s why sometimes the juries, especially Ahmet San, didn’t tell about their comments’ details, because they didn’t want to make the candidates who they didn’t like to be voted. If you love a jury like Academy Turkey’s Yüksel Aytuğ, you will listen to his ideas; you won’t support the ones who he doesn’t prefer. However, you won’t able to stop handsome male singers who are supported and voted by girls, to win, for example, Academy Turkey’s Barış… 
I agree that people support the candidates of local music contests who are close to their minds, political views, life styles, etc. For example, I am a fan of Şebnem Ferah and Özlem Tekin. In Academy Turkey 2004, Pınar Aydın’s music and voice style was close to them. Also, she was a student from my university, İstanbul Kültür University… So I supported her. Even, I and some students from IKU went to Academy Turkey and showed placards like “IKU supports Pınar”… 
It is not just valid for Turkish contests. The other countries’ national music contests, such as American Idol, Pop Idol, and Academy France are like that, too. As a matter of fact, we took the same formula of national music contests from other countries. Nearly all of the countries look for their own pop stars, even in Arabic countries. 
Anyway, I thought that the best way to make you understand about national music contests’ political games was to talk with a candidate from such contests, because a candidate who has got experiments would be the best person to illuminate us. A jury or a champion wouldn’t give the right answers. So, I contacted one of the candidates; Evren. She was one of the candidates of the 1st Popstar Turkey. She gave this report to me, just for my presentation and my term-paper. She doesn’t want this report to be published in the press, because these are top secret information. So this has become a very interesting report. 
10. REPORT WITH ONE OF THE MOST POPULAR POPSTAR CANDIDATES EVREN

TURGAY SUAT TARCAN: You were a favorite of many music critics in 1st Popstar. However, you were sifted in 3rd week. Why? 
EVREN MEVLANAOĞLU: There are various reasons. Firstly, people think “She is good. She has got a chance, we can vote for her later”. Secondly, I haven’t got scandals like the others. 

TST: Eurovision, Popstar or Academy Turkey. Not important. Do you think the results are just a product of voice and quality? 

EM: Unfortunately, all of the music contests are done for political aims. Not just in Turkey, also in the world. For example, in international Mediterranean song contest, the Greek jury was the Greek actress who acted in “Yılan Hikayesi”. Why? To make people vote for Turkey… Or, another example… Who put Popstar Barış to Eurovision contest? Why didn’t they tell me? All of them are about politics. 

TST: All of your rivals were talking political. However, you didn’t do that. Did they do right, or did you do right?  

EM: People don’t believe the people who act anymore. Firstly, you can think they believe. However, they don’t believe. I joined the contest with myself. I didn’t change myself like the others. Evren is always like that since she was born. I wanted people to meet real Evren. If they don’t like real Evren, I don’t care. 
TST: Have you ever thought “I wish I behaved political”. 
EM: Never. 

TST: We know you love Armağan Çağlayan. However, don’t you think he was racial to the Russian competitor Elena? 
EM: Elena was one of the best competitors, but I think Armağan was right. She is a Russian compatriot. She can’t speak Turkish very well. She isn’t even a Turkish compatriot. She couldn’t win the contests in Russia, and then she joined Popstar Turkey. This shows she belittles us. When the HSBC building was bombed, she didn’t care. She entered her room with laughing. Even she didn’t say “I’m sad”. 
TST: However, I know she is married with a Turkish man. If you were married with a Russian man and live in Russia, wouldn’t you join the Russian contests? If you joined a Russian music contest, and a Russian jury did the same things to you as Armağan did to Elena, would you support the Russian jury? 
EM: If I was married with a Russian man, I wouldn’t be his 8th Turkish wife. The other 7 wives wouldn’t be put out of border because of unofficial sex. I wouldn’t join the contest as a fugititive, because I need a firm like Medyapım to help me about things like visa. 
TST: I heard that the juries are kind when the cameras are closed, but political when the cameras are open. Is that right? 

EM: Not really. In other words, it depends on the person like the competitors. I was sincere with Armağan Çağlayan and Ercan Saatçi. Armağan is the same person on television like in his normal life. However, I can’t say the same thing about Ercan Saatçi. He chose the song which is called “My country” (Memleketim) for me. However, after I was sifted, he accused me that I chose this song myself because of bombing events. He said “Populist” to me in live publication. It is very interesting, because he had chosen that song for me. 
TST: Competitors always tells about where they come from in such contests like Popstar, Türkstar. Do you think this make their fellow townsmen vote more for them? 
EM: Exactly! For example, in Türkstar, the winner was Emrah Keskin. This result’s reason was the organization in the Black Sea. I know his family and they really admit this claim. They collected mobile phone money from houses and hanged his posters everywhere in the Black Sea. 
TST: Do you make an album? What is important to you while recording an album?

EM: Actually, I haven’t started recording an album, yet. I have got a very serious tour between May and October. Last year, I gave many beautiful concerts. I felt Anatolian people’s love to me. Other competitors give empty concerts, but I reached 70.000 people in Anatolia just in one concert. Bayhan gave a gratis concert, but just 12 people came to his concert. However, I don’t want to record am album yet, because we saw others’ album selling numbers. I wish I could give their album selling numbers with statistics, but believe me, it can be a trouble to me. However, I can say that even Abidin’s album selling grades couldn’t reach 30.000 bridges. That’s why I will start recording after my new tour. There is not hasty in my life. 
TST: As a musician, do you think politics is an effective element in Eurovision song contests? When we sent some of our best musicians like MFÖ, Candan Erçetin, Kayahan, İzel, Tuba Önal, Tüzmen, Nilüfer, we couldn’t get higher marks. Is the reason about politics or our songs are bad? 
EM: Yes, you are right. Politics is very important. 

TST: Do you think that the media affects the results of music contests? 

EM: The media can do a person vile or vizier whatever it wants. Unfortunately, in our country, there are not researcher journalists. If you write stories or lie, you are a journalist in Turkey. For example, my concerts of last year weren’t shown the media. Just local newspapers wrote about my concerts. In big newspapers, they have written about the others’ concerts, however they didn’t write my name. Why? Maybe my name doesn’t cause to win anything to them. I think you read about Firdevs’ album critics in Günaydın. Under the article of the headline “What do the others do?” they claimed that I just made a bar program for just two nights. It is unbelievable. When I am busy of tours, they write stories like that. Guess the other things. 
(REPORT DATE: 07.03.2005)     

11. CONCLUSION
As you understand from all these ideas, events, examples, we don’t watch music contests on the television. We watch a political game. Advertisements, political games, people’s thoughts are important to reach the results of music contests. A universal music contest Eurovision, or a national music contest Popstar… It isn’t important. A winner of a universal music contest is a fruit of international relations. A winner of a national music contest is like a political party which won the elections in a country. 
The political game with winning a music contest doesn’t stop itself. It continues after the music contest, too. If you finish the political game, people will finish your music career without looking at your tears. They made you a star. They can take this fame from you, too. 
I tried to make you understand with real examples, especially Sertab’s success. Her abilities are potential to be a famous international star. Her voice can rival to Mariah Carey’s or Whitney Houston’s voice. However, her dispute didn’t finish in the world. She doesn’t want to be one hit wonder. However, she is Turkish. If she was an American star, she would be a legend in the history of music of the world, because USA is world power. Our stars won’t be successful as American stars if we won’t become one of the world powers. Even Tarkan is not a mega star in the world. He is just a well-known singer.    
Think about the candidate who you support in Popstar or Academy Turkey. Isn’t his or her life similar to yours? Or aren’t his or her political views similar to yours? At least, he or she comes from the same environment as yours. Maybe you perceived this before. Maybe you didn’t. However, I’m sure that you understood this after reading my article. 
When the candidates get higher votes, they usually think that they are famous, qualified, good singer. However, it is not more than a political game. We usually forget the candidates after the music contests are finished. Their album sales aren’t higher like their votes. 
In the universal music contests of other countries, losers’ albums are sold more than the winners’ albums, because the results aren’t because of musical qualifications. The results are fruits of political games. After these contests, of course well-qualified singers will continue their career with success, even they are losers. However, if they are just a result of political games, we will forget them. Maybe that’s why the candidates of such music contests like Academy Turkey’s Özgür or Popstar’s Eser acts in television series; even they got their fame with such music contests. Of course, I trust to some of them. For example, I think 1st Popstar’s Evren, 2nd Popstar’s Aydın, some of 1st Academy Turkey’s candidates; especially Pınar will do good work when they make their own albums.  
We will still continue to listen to our favorite singers. However, you won’t be proud of them like Sertab did in Eurovision 2003 if you are Turkish, because she was representing Turkey. Isn’t it political?  
Continue to listen to music, because music is the medicine of soul. Music is not only a medicine. It can be also an advantage in politics. Politics affects music, music affects politics. Politics is everywhere. Why not music contests? Music is everywhere. Why not in politics? 
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